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THE QUAKERS AND BATHFORD

Talk given by Cdr. A.S5.Craig on 30th April 19%0. The following includes
additional material which time aid not allow to be included in the original

talk & B O# ¥ * ¥

I first gave a talk on this subject in November 1985. Five years earlier
the so-called Friend's Keeting House had been demolished to make wey for
the round-sbout on the AL road. Subsequently the owner of the property,
the late John Voysey=-Saunder was reproved by many for allowing this to
happen; indeed, our cwn Society was castigated by one of our members for
doing nothing to stop it heppening.

As neither of the budldings appesred as a Friend"s Meeting House and
there was no concrete evidence to show that eslither ever had been, I felt
that the remarks were ill founded. S0 often in local history matters, an
ill-considered statement is teken as fagt and svbsequently repeated until
it iz generally believed to be true. I decided to investigate, but scon
regliseé that I needed to knmow a good deal about the Quakers and their
recocrds before I could properly start.

The story of the quakers starts in the second quarter of the seventeenth
eentury, At that time the whole country was in turmoil: not only politieally
but alse amongst the various churches— the Anglicans, the Roman Catholics,
the Presbyterians, the Baptists, and the Independents. These were all
irvolved in polities so that to many people Christianity seemed to be
gubmerged by rules, rituels, and religious argument. Some might say 'not
unlike today!,

In trying rigorously to bring some order out of the chaos, the archbishop
of Canterbury at the time— William Laud— satepped on a nuzber of toes, was
arrested, was convicted of treason, and finally met his death on the seaffold.
kinisters of dissenting groups stood to suffer under the Aot of Uniformity
if they did not toe the line. This created a kind of religious vapuum in
which many Christian believers of all ages were seecking for some lezadership
towards the Truth.: All over the country and particularly in the north there
were many so=-celled seekers who met together in out-of'=-the-way places for
worship and discussion. Their leaders were lay people — farmers, linen drapers,
blacksmiths, &¢, but as a whole it was not a co-ordinated association. It was
in this atmosphere that the young George Fox grew up.

Geurﬁe Fox TE2L=1691

Gecrge Fox was born at Fenny Drayton in Leleestershire, the eldest son of
& successful weaver, Christopher Fox and his wife Mary. Little is known of
hiz brothere and sisters for the sexton's wilfe at some date removed the
appropriate pages from the church register to make covers for her preserves.

From an early age George Fox showed an inquiring mind and an intelligent
interest in spiritual things. At one time it was thought that he might be
trained as & minister but in the end he was apprenticed to a shoemaker in
near=by kancetter. The tenor of his upbringing was puritanical and inclined
towards Presbyterianisn, all of which he muzt have found somewhat hypocriticel.

As & youngster, he summed people up in & quite diaconcerting way, noting
how some zen made fools of themselves yet were so0 sanctimonious in church.
How some pecple said one thing and at the same time meant ancther. These were
double stendards. To him honesty was all important. This brings to mind a
phrase brought to the English language by a former prime minister. Thet is
the phrase "to be perfectly frank and honest"; inferring that the speaker
did not always behave so,

At the age of about nineteen he left home to wander restlessly in search
of peace of mind and to find a faith that he could follow. Eventually he
reached London and took lodgings, and went to listen to the great preachers
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of the day; none neweve, h*" any message for him. T- ca R orelurned home
much to his parent's .eli»r Talking'to h: recter . ‘ciny Drayton, Revd.
Nathaniel Stephens brought . dUileavr, wor @id e min’ otes of Mancetter,

Revd, Richard Abel, About thiz time he stopped going to the church at Penny
Dreyton and wandered off with his Bible into the fields to be by himself.

The two great tenets of his thinking at this time and which were to remain
with him for ever were the telling at ell times of the truth and alsoc that

& church was unnecessary as God lived within each individual: His people were
His temple and He dwelt in them. He needed no other tabernacle,

He started travelling again, this time into Derbyshire and the Peak Distriet
and into Nettinghemshire where he met many sympathetiec people who like himself
were searching for the Truth,

During the next five years between 1647 and 1652 George Fox found his
faith. This after much travelling in the Midlands ang suffering several
imprisonments. It was on one of these occesions at Derby after he had bidden
the magi=trate "to tremble at the word of God" that Justice Bennett called
these people '"Quakers} a nickname that was to last until this day,

Huite recently while singing in ocur church one of my favourite hymns—

Love Divine, all loves excelling=— thet I noticed thet the third line of the
first verse read "Fix in us Thy husble dwelling” and the last line of the
second verse read "Enter every trezbling heart". I wondered whether the author
had George Fox in mind when he wrote these words. The author was Cherles wesley,
the younger of the two brothers. Though he never left the Church of England

as his elder brother did, he remained one of the great hyazn writers of all
tie.

Travelling further north in May 1652 he saw near Clitherce a curdously-
shaped hill. This was Pendle Hill, which when you first see it especially
if' approaching from the east, say from Settle, is quite startling. George
Fox was "moved of the Lord to go atop it". This was & strange decislon as
within living memory in his day, the Lancashire Witches had been rounded up
from on top and had spent many weary months in a dungeon in Lancaster pastle
before being taken cut to be hanged.

It was when he reached the top that, agcording to his journal, he had a
vision of many people dressed in white to whom he was to preach. There have
been & nuober of attempts to explain this, but none seems very satisfactory.

He moved on to the market village of Askrigg in Weat Yorkshire and from there
to Dentdale and the little village of Dent. He had been told of the hamlet

of Brigflatts and given the name of Richard Robinson to ask for when he
arrived. Brigflatts is now a few houses to the west of the market town of
Sedbergh about two miles distant. Sedbergh has had a market and fair charter
since the year 1231,

Richard Robinson's farmhouse lies down the lane towards the river Rawthey
beyond the Meeting House. This Meeting House was built sone 25 years after
George Fox's first visit, i.e. in 1675. It is believed to be the third oldest
in the country and by many to be the most beautiful. The following day George
Fox was taken to the farm called Borrat about half way to Sedbergh; this farm
was farmed by one Gervase Benson who was & Justige of the Peace for Westmorland
and Cumberland. He was to become one of the great supporters of the Quaker
movement in the years to come. A large proportion of the local people in the
north of England were 'seekers' of the faith and known as the Westmorland
Seekers.

The time was Whitsuntide and the great Whitsuntide Fair was to be held at
Sedbergh on Wednesday June 9th, This was a hiring fair for the whole district
and 80 the little town was full of farm servants walting to be hired. GCeorge
Fox looked a striking figure as he walked about among the country folk, deslaring
the Day of the Lord. He moved into the churchyard and standing beneath the
great yew tree spoke to the assembled company in his clear, resonant voice.
After one mild interruption, one of the leaders of the Westmorland Seekers,
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Part of George Fox's route from Askrigg & Hawes through Dent and Dentdale
to Brigflattes & Sedbergh
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View of 5t. Andrew's church, E-eﬁb:lrgh, from across the
school ericket field showing the yew tree from under
which George Fox spoke




1h. Pox's Pulpit and

the plague erected
in 1952,

The plague reads as
shown below

LI I B "",""

Let Tour Lives Speak

Here or near ithis rock Georpe Fox presched to about one thousand seskers for thres hours

on Sunday Jure ‘3, 652, drest power inspired his sesssge and the seeting proved of first
isportance in pathering the Boclety of Friemds kmown a3 Suakers, Many zen and women comvin-

eqd of the truth om this Pell mnd in other parte of the Northerm counties wemt forth througs
the land ard over the =eas with the liviee word of the Lerd enduring great hardshipr asd
winning zultitudes to Christ.

e
containing the chapel near which George Fox spoke.
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and Preston Patrick. )

17 . Crosslands, the home of John Audland

=

18. Camsgill, Preston Patrick, home of John and Mabel Ganm
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Francis Howgill, who was present called out that the stranger must be allowed
to speak for "he speaks with authority and not as the scribes". In very recent
vears the old yew tree has had to be cut down because of its dangerous state,
tut a part of the old tree remains as it has for many years on & window sill
within the church of Et. Andrew.

George Fox went home with one of the Seekers, John Blaykling, &nd his
fanily to stay at Draw-well, a small farm house to the east of the river Lune.
Until the alteration of county boundaries, the Lune was the border between
Westmorland and Yorkshire. Now there is no longer a Westmorland and this part
af Yorkshire has been swallowed into Cumbria alas!

There was to be & gathering of the Westmorland Seeker: om the following
Sunday at the 1ittle chapel on Firbank Fell high up to the west of the Lune.
This building fell into ruin in the nineteenth century and was replaced by a
more substantial church in the valley by the Tebay road. George Fox stayed on
at Draw-well so that he might attend the meeting on Sunday. He was taken up
+o the little chepel, only the graveyard of which remains, guided by Thoma s
Blaykling, the son of the house, The chapel was erowded out and many pecple
recained outside, Two preachers had been engaged for the meeting: Francis
Howglll and John Audland. These two were not ordained ministers but lay people,
farmers: John Audland was & farmer and draper, and Francis Howgill was a farmer
and tailor.

Though some picnicked and some went home for lunch, 2ll and perhaps more
reassenbled afterwards. There was a small crag near the chapel upon which
George Fox stood to telk to the people in what amounted to an amplitheatre
below. It was a very mpoving oration and clearly just what the Westmorland
Saekers wanted to hear. Some three hundred years later in 1352 a tablet was
affixed to the rock and this reaads:

Here or near this rock George Fox preached to about one thousand
seekers for three hours on Sunday June 13, 1652. Great power in-
spired his message and the meeting proved of first importance in
gathering the Society of Friends known as Quakers. liany men and
women convinced of the truth on this fell and in other parts of
the Northern counties went forth through the land and over the
seas with the living word of the Lord enduring great hardships
and winning multitudes to Christ. June 1952

This isclated place is now marked on the ordnance map as Fox's Fulpit. There
is searcely a habitation in sight, so that the explanation of so many people
attending the meeting in 1652 is most likely the proximity of the hiring
fair at Sedbergh at the time.

Thet evening George Fox went home with John Audland and his wife Ann to
Crosslands, & farmhouse about six miles away as the crow flies but much more
by the winding lanes. The house still stands though no Audlands live there
today. The next day George Fox was taken by John Audland to stay with John
and kabel Camm who lived at Camsgill a little farmhouse near Preston Fatrick
where there was to be a general meeting of the Seekers in a few days tine,
and George Fox's presence was eagerly expected. Camsgill and Preston Patrick
are now separated by the Mé motorway going to Carlisle.

The names John Gamm and John Audland will appear again and again with
reference to the spread of the Quakers to the West Country.

After this meeting at Preston Patrick, as were many others, John and kabel
Cazm and their young son Thomas were drawn into the Quaker liovement; also
were Jane and Dorothy Waugh two of the servants at Camsgill,

George Fox continued his journey on to Kendal where he addressed & meeting
in the ¥oot Hall, now no longer standing. When George Fox went on to Underbarrow,
a Tew miles to the west of Kendal several of his hearers walked with him. One
of the youngest of them was Edward Burrough, the only son of a logal statesman-
farzer, James Burrough. He farmed his own land and was beholden to nobody. Thus
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20, 0.5. kap showing Kendal, Underbarrow and Tullithwaite House, the home
of the Bateman family in 1652



7 !

Lasnchan

s

JII.H-TI"-IH'IH_E-_" N

b

Swarthmoor Hall, Combria. From a nincteenth-century engraving in the Library of the Sociely of Fricngdd



Lo Sy

23, Swarthmoor Hall as it is today.

2he  Judse Thomas Fell orepated porirait)



25, Map showing ‘Marsh Grange' on the Duddon estuary.
This was the birth place of Margaret Fell (nee Askew)
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26, Eap showing the route scross Horecambe sands which would have
been taken by Judge Fell on his return home after his Welsh
Circuit. Then as now it is very necessary to have a guide for
this very dangerous journey.
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the young Edward was in a position much envied by lesser folk; but his father
being somewhat puritanical, Edward was restless and ripe for conversion by
George Fox. Throwing in his lot with the Quakers, he was at once disinherited
by his father. However, an attractive, gifted, well-educated young man who
was & born leader, he was outstanding as a suppoert for the Quakers, and at
under twenty years of age he had & powerful way of speaking and teaching.

At Underbarrow, (eorge Fox stayed with the Bateman family at their home,
Tullithwaite Hall, which still stands although somewhat altered, It is now
quite & well-known eating place, so popular that (I am told) it is necessary
to book your table at least six weeks beforehand.

George Fox continued his journmey on through Crossthwaite, Staveley-in-Cartael,
Lindale, Bouth, Colton eventually reaching the old market town of Ulverston, and
to Swarthmoor Hall. It wes probably one of the local seekers who took him thers;
it was the home of Judge Fell and his wife and family and it was known that a
travelling preacher would be sure of a welcome there. The Fells, having heard
of George Fox and his contects with the Seekers, were anxicus to meet hizm.
Swarthmoor Hall had been built by Judge Thomas Fell's father: and it was to
this place that Thomes Fell had brought his young bride Margaret Askew of
Marsh Grange (which is on the Duddon estusry below Askham-in-Furness) in the
year 1632.

When George Fox arrived at Swarthmoor Hall towards the end of June 1652,
the Judge was away on his Welsh circuit. Another guest at the time was the
Independent minister of Ulverston, William Lampitt, who viewed reorge Fox with
great suspicion and concern for himself. The Fells were his most izportant
parishioners and Lampitt suspected that George Fox would alienate them Irop
him. Such was the power of George Fox's words that in & short time the whole
of the household including the servants were convinced much to the consternation
of William Lampitt.

The last part of Judge Fell's return journey was the standard route meross
the Morecambe Eay sands; a route that then and, indeed, now should be under=-
taken only with a guide. As he arrived at the further shore, he was met by
Willism Lampitt who told him that his wife and children and his housshold
had been bewitched by a wandering preacher. Judge Fell was not the kind of
man to listen to scandal but decided to make up his own mind. The Judge met
two of Fox's companions and was impressed by their sensible and well-spoken
behaviour, Clearly these men were not wizards or fanatics., The message had
been sent to George Fox to return from his visit to Eedbergh and en arrival
at Swarthmoor Hall was introduced to the Judge . For some time they spoke
together in the presence of Fox's companions and the rest of the fazily, In
the words of Liargaret Fell, "and so my husband cace to see elearly the truth
of what he (Fox) spoke and retired to bed without saying more",

In spite of the efforts next day by William Lampitt to persuade the Judge
against George Fox, the opposite effect was achieved, Indeed, when the Judge
heard several people in the Hall discussing where they could hold & meeting,
he said "You mey meet here if you will", During the remeinder of Judge Fell's
life Swarthmoor became what might be called & 'safe house.' The Judge died
in 1658. Although he never became & Quaker, whenever possible he would occupy
his study when there were meetings, keeping his door open 8o that he was able
to hear what wes said and teake an intelligent interest. As long as he lived
none dared touch Largaret Fell, nor would persecution fall on Swarthmoor Hall,
Kugh, though not all, of the persecution in Commonwealth times was brought
about by twisting the law, though none coulé do that with impunity while
Judge Fell lived. Swarthmoor provided what the movement needed, & place from
which {uakerism could spread out into the world. Indeed it was from Swarthomoor
that nearly all the missionaries went out over the whole of the country and
overseas to Europe, Ireland, snd to America. The time aveilable for this talk
does not allow & full account of all these events and nemes. So far as the
West Country is concerned, it was John Audland from Crosslands and John Camm
from Camsgill who were the first to come %o Bristel, & far cry froc their hozes
in Westmorland. Though receiving some mobbing at first, they scon had a large
following of the many Seekers in Bristol. Many were the great meetings that
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took place at The Orchard which is in Kingswood off Woodstock Road. Alsc
among the eserly travellers to the West Country was Francis Howgill ome of
the two preachers engaged for that historie meeting on Firbank Fell in June
1652,

Aete of Parliasment

The Acts of Parliazent relative to dissenters of all kinds (all enacted after
the Restoration) which caused the Juakers most problems were:

The Act of Uniformity — The first Act was dated 1549 and the last one
in 1662. The basis of these Acts was that miniszters were to use only
the Book of Common Prayer under threat of prison er leoss of living if
failing to do so,

The Corperation Act— Dated 1661, this Act required, amongst other
things, that all officers of corporations should take the cath of
gelleglience.

The Conventicle Act — Dated 1664, this Act made it unlawful for more
than five persons, besides members of the femily, to assemble for worsh:
not ageording to the Church of England. The Act was repealed by the
Toleration Act in 1689.

The Five-mile Act— Dated 1665, this enacted that no non-conforming
clergyman shoula come within five miles of any corporete town (except
when travelling), nor act as & tutor or schoolmester unless he first
took the oath of non-resistance, and swore to attempt no alteration to
the comstitution im Church or State.

Besides the foregoing, every effort was made to persecute Quakers using
£l]l means possible with or without trial. The 'crimes' for which they suffered
may in general be listed as follows:

Vagrancy — The Vagrancy Act started in the fourteenth ecentury and in
the Elizabethan age was used for dealing with rogues and vagabonds.
This Act was used quite indiscriminately and unjustly egainst Juakers
and on occasion no accuser appeared in court.

Blasphemy — Many of the basic tenets of Quaker faith were treated in
court as blasphemous through either ignorance or for vengeful reasons.

Causing & disturbance — Speaking in a church af'ter the sermon with the
persission of the minister was guite legal. Often om such ocemsions
members of the congregation would attack and throw the speaker out,

arnd when the constable was called the speaker would be acoused of
causing the disturbange.Interruption of the minister was, of course,

A crime and sometimes this did oocur.

Refusal to take the osath — [uakers refussd to take the oath heamuse
it inferred a double standerd: one of the tenetsz of the Juakers was
always to tell the truth whatever the circumstances.

Non-payment of tithes — As tithes were used for, amongst other things,
the repair of churches which were not recognized by Quakers, they did
not see fit to pay them. Quakers referred to churches as steeplehouses!

Contempt of ecourt — This came about by their refuszal to hopour the
megistrates by taking off thelr hats in gourt, Quakers believed that
gll men were equal: God only was superior, They would therefore not
doff their hats te man, but only in prayer to God.

Eisslonaries

It was usual to send out missionaries from Swarthmoor in pairs— one young
man and one older man. This was the case with John Audland and John Camm: the

latter being considerably older than the former, During this period John Camm
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had visited Oxford; a visit that had been comparatively unevertful., This was
probably due to his state of health; he had been suffering from the ravages
of consumption for some time and wes shortly to go home to Camsgill to die.

He is unlikely to have remembered an Oxford shopkeeper whom he had convinced.
This shopkeeper was named Thomas Loe who later went te Ireland to do mission-
ary work during the course of which he had preached to an English family then
living in Nagroom Castle. The young son of the family listened erntranced and
never forgeot hiz. Some year later that son had grown inte a fashionable young
man in high favour at Court. He was again in Ireland and shopping ome day inm
Cork he met & shopkeeper who told him that Thomas Loe was again in Ireland

and was expected to preach at & meeting the next day. Off he went to hear him;
as the preacher gave out his text "There is a faith that overcomes the world;
and there iz a faith that is overcome by the world", he knew that the time had
come to make & choice. He turned his back on his brilliant future and threw
in his lot with the Quakers. John Camz would never have known that his visit
to Oxford many years before was to become the beginning of the road to Pennsyl-
vania, for the young man's name was William Penn.

William Penn 1644=1718

English Quaker. In 1661 he was expelled from Christ Church, Oxford, and later
impriscred for publishing unlicensed tracts. In 1676 he took & leading part
in founding a Quaker colony in New Jersey.

In 1661 he obtained from the Crown in lieu of his father's (Adwiral Sir
William Penn) claim upen 4%, & grant of territeory in America which he called
Pennsylvania and made a treaty with the logal Indians. As its governor,; he drew
up its memorable constitution establishing freedom of worship. His alliance with
King Jemes II remsined unbroken, but by the revolution of 1688 he was again
arrested and deprived of his colonial powers,

He is buried by the lovely Juaker Meeting House at Jordans in Buckinghamshire.

America

Guaker pioneers made their way to Massachusetts vias Barbados where Mary Fisher
and her corpanior Ann Austin had had some success. The law in Massachusetts

ené particularly in Boston, however, brought some of the most cruel punishoents
meeted out to the [uakers as anyshere in the world: ear-cropping, tongues being
pierced with hot pokers, whipping, and flogging. Nothing short of barbaric.
Four Quakers were hanged on Boston Common, the last of whom was Mary Dyer.
There is & bust of the latter in the American Museum at Claverton.

Swarthmore Hall and the Fell family

Judge Thomes Fell died in 1658 and from that date Swarthmoor Hall could ne
longer be considered a 'safe house', Margaret Fell and her family needed
protection from many of the local gentry and others out to make trouble such
es William Lampitt.

Apart from George Fox, Margaret Fell's daughters were & great help in many
ways besides looking after the house during their mother's absense.The Fell
family comprised 7 daughters and one son. The sisters, though not the son,
were uniteé in their love for their mother and their loyalty to Quakerism.
The eldest daughter, Kargaret, was married at Swarthmoor Hall to John Rous
from Barbados. He was the son of a wealthy sugar planter and & eonvinced
quakers

Not long after, the second daughter, Bridget, was married at Swarthmoor
to one John Draper from Durhem. She was sadly to die in child birth. The
third daughter, Isabel, was to merry William Yeamans of Bristol a merchant
and son of the famous Sheriff of Bristol who was henged at his own door for
his loyelty to King Charles I, Margeret Pell was unsble to attend this last
marriage a8 she was impriscned in Lancaster Castle at the time.

George, the next child, had left for London to study the law; he later
became hostile to Quakerism.
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28, A reference to the last of the four to be hanged on
&on Boston Cosmon

MARY DYER
16101660

Mary Barratt was married to William Dyer from Somerset

on Oet. 27th 1633 at 5t. Martin's in the Fields. They
enigrated to Boston in 1634, but Mary returned to England
and beceme a Quaker in 1652. On her return to America
she preached the beliefs of the Quakers for which she
was jailed in Boston, and became & martyr when she was
finally henged on June 1st, 1660 on Boston Commen.

A bronsze sculpture of & bust of Hary Dyer at the American
Yuseum &t Claverton is the gift of Mrs. Harriett Dyer Adams,

A8 descendant.
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28b FENN MAKING A TREATY WITHI THE INDIANS
This pictuse, painted by Denjamin West (1738-1828) snd now in Indrpendence Hall,
[‘J.IIpﬁﬁhh.(mlﬂmmln thr muaking of a treaty of friendship betwern William Pens, the
Founder af tlee state of Pennaylvamin, and the Delaware Indisns in 1683 ander an elm iree
brabde thr Delaware river. Al ihe sume linse Peon purchased & vasl ares from the Indians.
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The next daughter, Sarah, was a very talented girl, and as well as looking
after Swarthmoor Hell and the family businesz was also an efficient Clerk to
the Women's Quarterly and Monthly Keetings at Lancaster., She later married
William Meade, B prosperous linepn=-draper; and who with William Penn was a
joint herc of the famous Pern-Meade case at the 014 Bailey.

The fif'th daughter, Mary, together with Sarsh and several of the Swarthmoor
household went with Hargaret Fell on the first of her long missionary journies.
This was in 1663 to Cormwall and other places visiting groups of Friends. It
wis in Cornwall that Mary first met her future husband, Thomas Lower,

The sixth daughter, Susarmah seems to have been the most inarticulate of
the sisters and late in life married William Ingram, & widower,

Rachel, the youngest daughter, was born in 1653, the year after George Fox's
arrival at Swarthmoor. ©She married a Manchester Friend Daniel Abrahem.

George Fox and Margaret Fell were both arrested in 1663=4, In both cases
the imprisormant was because of refusal to take the Oath, Margaret, after e
second refusal, was given the dread sentence of 'praemunire'. This meant the
forfeiture of her estate and indefinite imprisonment. She rezsined in Lancaster
Castle for Four years,

Geocrge Fox was imprisoned in Lancaster Castle and later transferred to
Searborough Castle both under unbelievably grim conditions. Indeed, after
his final release his formerly magnificent health had been broken; but not
his spirit, His release was in 1526.

After his release, George Fox travelled to London and set up & new organ-
ization for the Society at that time struggling back to life after the persec-
utions of the early Restoration period.

In spite of his state of heslth, George Fox managed to continue travelling
notably to America 1671-3 where he reached the West Coast, a magnificent
achievement.

EBefore setting cut on this visit to America, George Fox and Eargaret Fell
were married in Bristol in October 1669, There was bitter opposition from
George Fell, but his sisters freely gave their approval.

George Fox was lmprisoned in WorceBter after his return from America.
Subsequently while George Fox spent most of his time in London, Margaret's
duties kept her mostly at Swarthmoor.

George Fox left England for the last time in 1677 to visit Holland and
Germany. He paid his last wisit to Swarthmoor Hall in 1681 remaining there
for eighteen months. George Fox died in 1691 and is buried at Bunhill Fields
in London

Oreanisation

Included in the new crganization mentioned above, Women's Guarterly and Monthly
Keetings for business were instituted. Counties were divided into areas, each
area being in charge of 2 leader. In spite of hisz state of kealth, GCeorge Fox
achieved this country wide starting with the Westmorland Seekers, This early
organisation had failed to withstand the bitter persecutions of the immediate
post-Restoration period and something more concrete was required. After the
death of Judge Fell, the headquarters was moved to London, and the new organ-
isation formulated.

Somerset was divided into three Divisions or Meetings — the Central and
Southern; the Western; and the Eastern & Northern , Ceneral Eeetings were to
be held every quarter and Monthly Keetings in the intervening months at
convenient places. The minutes of these meetings were to be carefully kept
and these are now available at the County Record Offices. The minutes of +the
Central & Southern Division began in August 1568 and are kept at the Scmerset
Regord Office, The minutes of the Eastern & Northern Division starting in
March 1667 & joined with the West Wiltshire are at Trowbridge. The minutes of
the Western Division are sadly missing.
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The epstern division having now jolned with the West Wiltshire division these
are now held in the Wiltshire Record Office at Trowbridge. They show that the
first meetings were held at Brislington.

guarterly | estings

The records show that for the period from 1668 to 1699 all Quarterly Meetings
from September 1668 to September 1874 were held at Ilchester, Subsequent ones were
spread around eleven other places besides Ilchester as follows:

Ho. of Ho. of

Keetings lieetings
Bridpwater 1 Fuddimore 1
Bruton 1 Somerton 8
Flastonbury 20 Stoke Gregory 1
Freinton 3 Streat 7
Ilchestar 21 Taunton 2
larston Kagna 5 Wells 2

Monthly Heetings

Honthly heetings for the northern division between 1667 and 1675% after the
Tirst meeting at Brislington were held at:

Butecombe Faynsham Walton
Burton Saltford Posastt
Iloheatar Chew Penaford
Hallatrow Backwell dtanton
Burrington

Subsequent ones to and of 1699, giving the date of the first meeting in each
Place were 28 follows;

1674 Frome 1693 Cleeve 1695 Walton

1676 Portishead 1693 Wrington 1696 Bath

1676 Berrow 1693 Wint Hill 1697 Whitghurch
1677 Buckland 1694 Woodborough 1698 GStanton Drew
1688 Axbridge 1694 Staunton 1699 Congresbury
1689 Portbury 1695 Belluton 1699 Paulton

1692 Neilsea

This shows that the first meeting held at Bath was not until 1696: it was
more than twenty years later before & meeting was held at Bathford.

Farticular K mtinﬁs

Whilst the above meetings were for adwinistration, arranging merriages, for
dealing with succour for the poor, and many other things, the Particular
Eeetings were for worship on first days. Each division had a number of
Partigular Meetings belonging. In 1667, Ilchester, though part of the Central
Division, is listed as a Particular ¥eeting of the Northern Division. This was
8000 amended.

The Particular Keetings for the Northern Division are listed as follows:

1667 1673
Particular Lkeetings of Particular lKeetings belonging to
KNorth Somerset Division the Konthly Keeting North of liendip
Ilchester Hallatrow
Hallatrow Keynshem & Brislington
Keynshao Bath; Bathford, & Freshford
Saltford Possett & Walton
Chew Backwell, Burton, & Nailsea
Burrington Pensford & Chew
Backwell Burrington, Axbridge, & Cheddar

Frome



At & General Keeting held at Ilchester on the 31st July 1668, the following
were judged 'meet to Keep the men's meetings':

Bath Henry Collins
Bathford Richard Amsbury & Thomas Morley
Freshford Paul Hart & Henry Macy

Although Henry Macy is recorded as a faithful minister, Freshford had by
1700 ceased to form part of the Bath & Bathford Particular kEeeting. Richard
Amsbury is recorded as & faithful minister until death. Both he and Thomas Horley
were alive in 1697 but I have not yet found a record of either of their deaths,

Teleration Act of 1689

Amongst s munber of other relaxing measures, this Aet allowed Quaker meetings

to take place provided that all such meeting houses were registered and licensed.
No part of this toleration extended to papists, However, the inconsistancies

of the Act were such that persecution continued to be the rule and toleration
the exception.

Ir Somerset, the first list of meeting places registered and licensed at the
Michaelmas Sessions of 1689 gives 51 places of which 50 are private houses and
the other one was the Red Lion at Milbourne Port. In faet only five permanent
wecting Houses were licensed by 1700 snd only twelve by 1730. At no time was a
permanent meeting house licensed at Bathford. The first of four private houses
ligensed at Bathford was that of Tristram Vowles at Michaelmas 1595,

After the dynamic start of the Quaker Movement, there is evidence that the
'fever heat' died down af'ter the Toleration Act, &nd, indeed, after the death
of George Fox in 1691. The militancy was replaced by discretion,

The following extraet from the minutes of the Monthly Meeting at Saunton in
January 16%E held at the house of John Cowling clearly indicated that all was
rnot well at Bathfopd: :

Whereas it was an order of our last Quarterly Meeting at Wells

¥® 23%0 y® 10th month 1697 yb each Monthly Meeting shall take

for y® reviving y® partiocular week day meetings y® matter coming
under consideration Friends doth find y* there is very Great neglect
at Bathflord alse some disorderly walking of y® profession of truth
which is become a public scandall & Richard Amsbury & Thomas Morley
are desired to take care to Examine & Endeavour to search out y®
matter how things stand & to give Friends an account at our next
meeting.

25.12.1697 Business at Bathford not accomplished.

26. 6.1698 Friends at Bathford at liberty to go to Bath or to
Comberwell,

The Leeting House at Comberwell which is near Bradford-on-Avon was built in

1689 and a Neeting House at Eath was built on property owned by Richard Marchant
in 1696. The house at Bath was at the corner of Varchant's Court (now North-
umberland Place) and Cock Lane (now Union Fassage).

Houses listed at Bathford
There were four houses listed at Bathford and these were all private houses.

Mishaelmas 169% The house of Tristram Vowles
Easter 1706 The house of Henry Cannings
Christmas 1716 The house of Peter Walter

Easter 1731 The house of Anthony Collett

0f the above, the site of the house of Henry Cannings is the only one known
for certain. From the deeds of Eagle House, it is known that Henry Camning's
house was next on the road above The Crown Inn and would have been demolished
for the building of Bathford Lodge— now East Lodge and West Lodge.






