
A COLLECTION OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM 

AN OLD ALBUM
Featuring the Lavington Family and 

others around 1900. 
This volume is of the Family and The Crown public house.

Identification of the people would be welcome.

by David Howells

Bathford Society



The album was in the care of Mrs Strange of Bathford when she 
kindly loaned it to the Bathford Society. It was in a very bad state; it 
had almost separated into two volumes, many of the pages were 
damaged or loose, many photographs were very faded & had 
blemishes of tears on them.

They were scanned into a computer and limited digital repair 
applied, mainly to reduce the fading and repair simple blemishes. 
Where faces and other objects were damaged they have been left as 
they are. Very few were identified except Frederick Lavington and 
some of his sons. Because most are around 100 years old it may be 
difficult to identify the people now.

This album contains photographs of the family, some school 
photographs, and of The Crown public house around the turn of the 
century showing the original building and the rebuild around that time. 
They appear more or less in the order as the album. 
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The Lavington Family of the Crown Inn, Bathford.

The head at the time of the photographs was Frederick Lavington, who was born c. 1851 

Mr. Lavington had led an active life. In his younger days he was a Trooper in the North 

Somerset Yeomanry, in which capacity he served the regiment for over 30 years. In 1882 

Mr Lavington and his wife Elizabeth took over running the Crown Inn in Bathford. 

During his time at the Crown the building was rebuilt around 1904 to the present 

appearance. He was known not only for the ales, wines, teas & coffee but also for his 

collection of curiosities and antiques, particularly guns, coaching horns and brass and 

copper bed warming pans which hung in festoons from the walls of the bar.

Frederick & Elizabeth had 10 children, five boys and five girls. The boys feature in the 

collection of military photographs. He was a colourful character by all accounts having 

been a soldier, a farmer, a haulier, he worked in the dying business, and operated a wood 

selling business from the stables next to the inn. Elizabeth is described as a refreshments 

contractor and caterer. Mr. Lavington was formerly a member of the Licensed Victuallers 

Association, and for a long period was a member of the Royal Antediluvian Order of 

Buffaloes.

Mr Lavington was buried in St Swithunôs Churchyard on the 5th January 1932, aged 80.
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The Lavington family from 1901 Census
and from Lavington family bible.

Frederick, 
1851

From Saltford

Elizabeth Cora 
BUCKINGHAM, 1857

From Keynsham

Alice Cora, 
1881
~~~

Shirley 
{¢w!bD9Ωǎ 

grandmother.
Known as Cosey 

or Cosie.

Frederick 
Francis, 
(Frank) 
1882

Elizabeth, 
1883

(Gertrude)

Thomas 
Edward, 

1885

John 
William, 

1886
(Jack)

Alfred 
Victor, 
1887

Catherine, 
1889
(Kit)

Madelina 
Dora, 
1890

Lionel 
Buckingham 

1892

Edith 
Violet 

Hocking, 
(Hockey) 

1898

=

All the children were born in Bathford

c. 1880
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Probably Joyce Bishop
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Dora LAVINGTON 
married Vivian 

HOLLOWAY
It is said that she died young, in 

childbirth.



10



11



12

Dora
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Joyce & Frances BISHOP with Elizabeth Cora LAVINGTON (Nee BUCKINGHAM). C. 1936.
Elizabeth was born in 1857 in Keynsham and died in 1939.
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THE LAVINGTON FAMILY. CROWN INN, BATHFORD, BATH.
BACK ROW FROM LEFT: JACK, FRANK, JIM.

MIDDLE ROW: CORA, DORA, MOTHER, FATHER, GERTY,
FRONT GROUP: LIONEL, VICTOR, BABY HOCKEY & PETS.



19


