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FISHER family
When in 1634 the Manor of Bathford was purchased from the Crown, the lands

and properties were divided between three persons; one of these was William
Fisher of Bathampton. This William Fisher had a number of sons, but so far as
this talk is concerned only Robert of Bathampton and Richard of Bathford (1624~

1686) are involved.
William Fisher of Bathford (1660-1721) married his cousin Anne Fisher of (?)
Claverton. Their son Richard of Bathford who died in 1739 married his cousin

Catherine Fisher, daughter of William Fisher of Bathampton who was himself a

son of the above-mentioned Robert Fisher.
The above together with the abstract of the Will of William Fisher (1660-1721)

give the following 'tree' in which the two William Fishers subsequently mentioned
in this talk are marked 1n Red. :

William Fisher of Bathampton
(Co-purchaser of the Manor)

Robert Richard Fisher
-1680 1624~1686 of (?) Claverton
William William == Anne Thomas
-1716 1660-1721
Catherine = Richard Mary = James Morley
1757 | -1739
William == Margaret William Morley James Morley Henry Cannings = Jane Morley
1728-1804
William = Susannah

1755-1793 1753-1821

Revd. Robert Baily Fisher
1786-1859
(see Tithe Map Schedule)



WILL of William FISHER of Bathford, yeoman dated 15 May 1720
Proved at Wells 14th August 1722

Abstract

1« To my grandson William Morley, son of James lMorley of Batheaston, the house
garden and backside or orchard that was lately Thomas Morley's deceased and
now in the tenure & possession of Henry Cannings the same to be possessed and
enjoyed by my said grandson his Hs & As for ever. And unless my son Richard
will consent to my said grandon having possession of a patch of ground enclosed
in the said orchard belonging to his Jjointure or by any pretence or cunning
of the law shall defraud him of any of the above premises That it is then my
will and pleasure to give and devise to my said grandson two acres of ground
lying in Harehill to be possessed and enjoyed by him his Hs & As forever. And
also the said house with so much outlet of garden backside or orchard as of
right thereto belongs after the natural lives of Jane Cannings and her brother
William Morley.

2. I give devise and bequeath to my grandson Thomas lKorley son likewise of James
Morley and his heirs and assigns the house at Fordway with three lugg of ground
commonly called Pardis now in the tenure and occupation of Thomas Head by him
or them to be enjoyed in fee after the natural life of widow Sparks.

5 I give to my granddaughter Anne Morley daughter of the aforesaid James Morley
£10 when 21 or if not then to my aforesaid grandson Thomas Morley when 21.

he I give devise and bequeath to my daughter Mary wife of James Morley all my
crop of wheat now growing in Ellinghams, the chest of drawers or in lieu 20/-
and all my plate except two spoons my feather bed with the furniture thereof,
my brass pot & cover, the dough trendle, a little brass skillet, two Turkey
wrought chairs, a little table board, a truckle bedstead, a load of kidd wood
out of the breach yearly during the term of her natural life, my two chattell
leases during the term thereon to come (that is to say) my fifth part of
Shockerwick farm & my fifth part in Bushy Lease, Shepherd's Lease and 0ldlines.
I also give to my said daughter my biggest round tubb & two barrells.

5. 1 give my brass pann % furnace with the Wealhouse betwixt my said son & daughter

6+ o-o o My sOon-in-law James Morley . . .

(e o« o o my cousin Anne ¥Fisher of Bathampton . . .

'8¢ o o . my son Richard or my brother-in-law Thomas Fisher . . .

9« « . « to my son Richard several parcels (that is to say) Rowbarrow Piece,
14 acres in the field beyond Rowbarrow Batch, and 4 acres of wood in the

Breach adjoining Woodmans.

oon Richard to be the sole executor

Short Precis of WILL OF WILLIAM FISHER

To my grandson William MORLEY the house garden
and backside or orchard . . . now in the
tenure of Henry CANNINGS . « .

To my grandson Thomas MORLEY the house at Fordway
with three luggs of ground commonly called Pardis

Also reference to: (a) daughter Mary, wife of James
MORLEY

(b) granddaughter Jane CANNINGS
(¢) son Richard FISHER
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Paradise and the House near the Crown

The house bequeathed to Thomas Morley at Fordway would probably have been
on the site of the present Avondale and the ground called Pardis would have
been the piece of land called Paradise (T.M. 95) on the 1839 Tithe Map.

The house, garden, backside and orchard 'at present in the occupation of
Henry Cannings' bequeathed to William Morley would certainly have been a
house near the Crown referred to in 1759 as Mr. Ditcher's house and in 1792
shown on a map as Milsom's.

The reasons for this assumption are from the rateable values showling
ownership of the two properties from 1744 when both were in the possession
of members of the Morley family.

In a reference to the perambulation of the parish boundaries in 1771, there
is reference to 'Mr. Flitcroft's House' in the position of the present house
called Avondale. From the rateable values, it is seen that Henry Fleetcroft
is owner of the house belonging to James Morley in 1744.

It is worth recording that this house was occupied by William Wilberforce
of anti-slavery fame in 1803. The change in rateable value in 1768 suggests
that the present house was built about that time.
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AVONDALE

£
Mar. 1744 James MORLEY %
Apr. 1749 Mr. (James) GASTINE 3
Sept. 1759 Mr. (William) ADAMS 3
Jan. 1768  Mr. (William) ADAus ’ 5
Oct. 1772 Henry FLEETCROFT, Esq. 5
Oct. 1781 Robt. St.John LUCAS Esq. 5
Oct. 1785 lir. LUCAS for Mrs. ONSLOW's House 5
Mare. 1789 Mre. LUCAS for Lady CARLISLE's House 5
Dec. 1790 Mre. LUCAS for Mr. WALKER's House 5
Dec.e 1793 Mr. LUCAS for Rev. E.WESTERN's House 5
Apr. 1797 Mr. LUCAS for Mr. CROSS's House 5
Jan. 1798  Mr. CROSS for late LUCAS 5
Dec. 1799 Major HORNECK for late CROSS 5
Apr. 1801 Mr. WILLTAMS for late HORNECK 5
May 1801 r Mr. SUTHERLAND for late HORNECK 5

New rating

Nov. 1802 Robt. St.John LUCAS forlate SUTHERLAND 223
Nove. 1803 William WILBERFORCE 22%
Apr. 1804 Sir James RIGHT (sic) 22%
July 1804 Sir George WRIGHT Bt. 22%

May 1806 Vacant



RATEABLE VALUES

'House near the "CROWN" '

1744 William MORLEY £2 In the Proceedings of the Trustees
of the London Road, there is an item

Apr. 1750 ry DERDLLNG . dated 1st June 1759 stating '« « « &
Apr. 1753 Mr. DITCHER 2 the paving before Mr. Ditcher's Garden
Sept. 1760 Mrs. DITCHER > Xg:ii.vgzarangh? ?rtf':m at Bathford to be
Sept. 1764 Mr. MILSOM 2 The above together with a house
. _ shown near the Crown in a map of 1792
Apr. 1763 w (void) marked 'late Milsoms' 1is reaionably
Aug. 1770 Mr. MILSOM 4 conclusive proof that the house owned
Jan. 1788 Mrs. TAYLOR ), Dby William Morley in 1744 and in the
occupation of Henry Cannings in 1720
Apr. 1792 Mre. R.YEELES 4 was a house near the Crown. This is
June 1795 Miss YEELES ) made even more certain by a reference
in a Deed dated 1727 in the Eagle House
Nov. 1797 Mr. YEELES for late collection - see later.
Miss YEELES . The house in no longer in existance
Jan. 1798 Mr. REDWOOD for late but is shown marked 'A' on the map below,
. Avondale being marked 'B'.
Miss YEELES L

As it is of interest, the positions
May 1801 Mr. WILLIAMSON for of the Quaker Burial Ground and Quaker
for late Mr. REDWOOD 4 Meeting House (both in existance at this

time are also shown

Meeting

Box Brook







