
A MAN AND HIS 
TOWER

The Story of Browneõs Folly

By Fae Hall

The Bathford Society ¸2012 v2



Bathford & Hillside ~ Early 1900s



Browneõs 
Folly Today



Bathford & Hillside ~ Early 1900s



Å1938 - Land and the tower compulsorily purchased by the 
War office. Tower fitted with water tank and used by the 
Observer corps during World War two

Å1969 - Following complete restoration of the tower, land 
and tower repurchased by Sir Charles Hobhouse

Å1980 - Tower acquired by Avon wildlife trust along with 
land to form a wildlife reserve

Å1988 - Tower registered with English Heritage is a listed 
building grade II

Å1998 - Tower made over by Avon Wildlife Trust to the Folly 
Fellowship who carried out emergency repairs to the roof, 
secured entrance door and planned eventually to have it 
fully repaired and opened to the public

Å2012 - Following continuous vandalism, the Folly Fellowship 
now awaiting funds to complete repairs and block up the 
entrance door





Abseiling Builders



Door Damage
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Early Views of the 
top of the Tower
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The Stairs



Upper Room



The Tower ð
early 1900s
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Wade Stone & Wade Causeway

A Roman Road running across Wheeldale, Yorkshire
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Mrs SelinaBrownein 1872.

άaǊWade Browne bought the place with the
firm assurancethat an Act would be passed
allowingchurchpropertiesto be redeemedand
soldΧAgainstthe adviceof manyof his friends,
he disposedhis affairs under this (assurance)
and the.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎrefusalto renew brought great
trouble andinconvenienceto the family.έ



Monkton Farleigh House



Terrace & Garden, Monkton Farleigh House
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Tap Housings in Monkton Farleigh



Browneõs ôNewõ Road to Bradford Road



SW Lodge


